When we reflect that it has only been in the last 10 or 15 years that any reliable technique has been employed in the taxonomic study of any of the sucking lice, there is little wonder that the early entomologists with their crude microscopes, or in some cases hand lenses, consistently disagreed with one another in regard to their observations. In the last 10 years methods of clearing, staining, and even dissecting have been developed in connection with the aid of efficient and high-powered microscopes so that now it is possible to ascertain far more accurately small differences which exist among closely related species and varieties. Also time and better transportation facilities have made it possible to enlarge our collections of both hosts and parasites, and thus obtain a better knowledge of their distribution. Because of these new conditions it has appeared to the writer that a revision of the genus Pediculus could be made with profit and some expectation of adding stability to the taxonomy and nomenclature of the group. At first it was hoped that a compreNo. 2623-Proceedings U. 3 As already said, the early entomologists held that each of the races of mankind harbored a distinct form of Pediculus. It has remained, however, for Fahrenholz (1913, 1915) (Ewing, 1924) .
THE GENUS PEDICULUS LINNAEUS AND THE NAME OF ITS TYPE SPECIES
The genus Pediculus was established by Linnaeus in the tenth edition of his Systema Naturae, page 610 (1778) has priority over vestimenti Nitzsch (1818) Mjoberg (1910) used the shape of the genital plate of the female and the form of the gonopods in differentiating his P. afflnis from P. consohrinus Piaget. Fahrenholz (1917) used a large number of characters including size, pigmentation, chaetotaxy, shape of gonopods, shape of antennal segments, etc. Nuttall (1920) Nuttall (1920) found to be of value are : The shape of the head, the length of the antennae, and the shape of the sixth abdominal segment.
In the course of the writer's study it was found that in specimens properly cleared The writer finds that these setae are always present as suggested by Nuttall (1920) and never absent as claimed by Fahrenholz (1916) for one species. However, the variations in the size and positions of these setae are considerable.
Various characters have been used by different investigators and are used to a certain extent in this paper, taking into consideration the range of individual variation and the possible effect of hybridization.
POSSIBLE INBREEDING OF DIFFERENT VARIETIES OR SPECIES
When Bacot (1917) Bacot (1917) Mjoberg (1910) Judging from the literature and from observations on many body louse hybrids, the corporis of De Geer was a smaller louse than P.
humanus nigritarwn, and also it had the discal setae of the abdomen more numerous and more peglike; the segments of the antennae were hardly as long and were of more uniform width.
It is highly probable that a race of P. humanus capitis spread to the body from the head as the habit of wearing clothes developed among the Caucasians. It is stated that some races of man when they were yet uncivilized had no body lice, but when a certain amount of clothes-wearing was practiced and contacts with w^hite man were made they became infested with body lice in addition to the head lice. As previously mentioned (Ewing, 1924) As has been shown in previous pages of this paper, the Atelesinfesting species and those infesting man are in reality not so nearly related structurally as has been supposed, and in fact are amply distinct in regard to the shape of the typical pleural plates. Yet, granting these essential differences, the conviction still remains that by comparison with other Anoplura of primates all species of Pediculus are remarkably alike.
PEDICULUS (PEDICULUS) HUMANUS ANGUSTUS Fahrenholz
As previously stated, different theories may be advanced to explain this unusual diversity of the two kinds of hosts. Kellogg (1913) (Ewing, 1924) EEFERENCES.
